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REPOPT (QF THE CIVIL AERCFALTICS RBOARD
on the
Investigation of an Accidurt Involvang Arrcrafi
During a Cioss-Country Practics Flight

Lin aceident which occurred 3 miles north of Fulton, Kentucky, at
approximately 4+40 pelo, on December 12, 1943, resulted in fatal injury
to t 2 pilot, [lvin Gerald Kearnsy. Keurney, £3: 36, neld a ctudent
p1lol certaficate and had accrumlatzd about 26 sole and 16 dual hours
of flyng time, all an ilhe type airzraft involved, He w2s on his second
sole cross-country flight. Tae aircrafi, a Piper E-2, NC 15394, owned
by the pilot and Woodrow ILeidigh, was demolished,

Pilot Kearncy took off from Norib Cairo, I1linois at 3:00 pem. for
a cross-country flight direct to Unzon City, Tennessec, about 40 miles
to the south. Approxamrtely one end one-half houwzs later the aircraft
was chserved near Fulton, Xentucky, headed north ot an altituac estimeted
as 200 feat, at a point coout & mles east of a d_rect course to Union
City. The pilot rade a complete circle to the raght, losing altitade dur-
ing the turn, and starica an epprodcia to a ficld suitable for landing. As
the plane neared a high tension laine whaiclh crossed the flight path, an
abrur. left turn was attemptad, during which the aircraft vas stelled and
fell cfi to the Jeft, It sicuck the ground nose-first at an angle of about
459, 15 feet in front of the haigh +oersion line,

Examnation of the wreckage rev olcd no evraence of failure of any
part of the aircroft prior Lo the accident, Th~ manner in which the pro-
peller was Zroken —ndicated 1hat 1attle o1 no power was veing developed at
the time of irpact. Veather conditions wers suitable for contact flight
and are not cons:zdercd to have been & contributing factor to this accidsnt.

It 18 apparcrt tnet tne pilot, inexperiqncrd an cross—country flying,
became lost ~nd attempuod a landaing but frailed to cbscrve the hagh tension
line 1n his Jlight path antail 2t5 proxomily ade nmzdiate actlon neces-
sary to avoid 1t. In his atiompt to avead the wires, the pilot stalled
the zireraft et an e2ltiitude too low to efiect recover.
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